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May 27 
Bromfield, Louis UNTIL THE DAY BREAK | Harper 


” 


Good escape reading this, for - though the setting is vanquished Paris - 
the flavor is essentially a tale of romance and adventure rather than an emotional 


novel of the war. The scene is Paris, early in the period of occupation, and the plot 
deals with the first gropings towards organization of underground activities, colored - 
as it would be in Bromfield's hands - with suspense, romance, and a zestful plot. Paris 


is here, the Paris of Montmartre, but one feels the lack of atmosphere-soaked back- 


ground usually characteristic of Bromfield's novels. One is aware of the blankness of 
the face Paris turned to the conquering Boches, one senses the growing power of silent 


opposition, implemented by hate. The story centers around the subversive activities 
of a tiny group of expatriates, - a Levantine theatrical producer, using a revue to 
cloak his real activities; an Italian restauranteur and his wife and sister; a Rus- 
sian playboy, serious for the first time in his life; an American fan dancer, who 
doesn't know the inner significance of what she is countenancing until the terror 
strikes home. Mediocre entertainment; it doesn't rank with Bromfield's better work. 


$2.50 ~~ 


June 19 
Maugham, W. Somerset THE HOUR BEFORE THE DAWN Doubleday, Doran 


The author's name insures sales and rentals, but, quite frankly, under an 
unknown author's name, this would rank as unimportant and unconvincing, lacking even 
in the craftsmanship that one can usually depend upon with Maugham. The period spans 
immediate pre-war days - old England accepting traditions of inheritance, social and 
family position, approved mores, preening themselves on immunity insured by Munich; 
then the invasion of Poland, the period defined as the "phony war", the Spring of 
1940 culminating in Dunkirk, the start of the African campaign. The characters are 
chiefly members of an old family, serene in their assumption of permanence, and the 


story revolves around their dissolution. $2.50 
June 30 
Nathan, Robert THE SEA GULL CRY Knopf 


A summer idyll this ~- set in the calm of Cape Cod and the waters near 
Truro. Charming, wistful, unreal - but not as deliberately removed from reality as 
was Jenny, for instance. Jeri was seven, Louisa eighteen, orphaned refugees from 
war-wracked Europe, born of an English mother and a Polish father, and cast adrift by 
heedless relatives to shift for themselves in America. Castle background provided no 
training for the process, but a theory that the sea would provide took them to the 


Cape, where the Baghots assumed reluctant responsibility, renting them a grounded scow 
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as home, and keeping a somewhat churlish lookout for their safety. Then came adven- 
ture and romance in the form of a college professor vacationing in a sloop which 
promptly shipwrecked him on their doorstep. Jeri and his small companion, Emily, sup- 
ply a somewhat more authentic note than Louisa and the dreamy professor. But Nathan 
has a sure touch of poetic beauty which redeems a fragiletale from mediocrity. $2.00 


July 9 
MacInnes, Helen ASSIGNMENT IN BRITTANY Little, Brown 
. The “above suspicion favorite" back again with another sure and smooth 


synthesis of espionage, romance and man hunting, which is sufficiently proficient in 
surprise and suspense to please everybody. There is inevitable comparison with the 
earlier book, there will be possible cavils that the characters are not quite so lik- 
able, the story too loosely knit. But there is the same effectiveness of detail and 
montage to set off a first rate yarn. The story involves an English agent, Martin 
Hearne, sent to Brittany to impersonate a Breton farmer, Bernard Corlay. The hostil- 
ity of Corlay's mother and his fiancee, Anne, the revealing of the fact that Corlay had 
beén a Nazi agent, all prove liabilities as Hearne fronts for Corlay in the clique of 
Nazi agents-provocateur, Good adventure as he foils the efforts to pry Brittany | 
loose from.France, to use it as an English invasion base. And good romance. In pro- 
cess of being serialized in the SEP. $2.50 


THREE DARK HORSES 
wJune 3 
Ronald, James OLD SOLDIERS NEVER DIE Lippincott 


This for your Pied Piper market, and I think it is basically a better book. 
It is the kind that makes you choky one minute and chuckling the next. The story of 
an irascible lovable old general who cannot bear his civilian status in wartime Eng- 
land, and who tries vainly to find his niche - and then shuts himself away from the 
whole mess. It takes his old batman, Bates, to find a way to force life upon him in 
the form of thirteen problem children, Cockney evacuees, who are dumped unceremonious- 
ly upon the household in a reasonably secure corner of England, and who pull the old 
General out of his mood in short order. Of course, some will say it is sentimental 
and that the children are stock characters - but there is plenty of originality in 
handling the material and the story has plenty of drama and humanity. I liked itl 


A far cry from Ronald's previous books. $2.50 
/ 
June 12 n oe pew 
Pp Kor" 
Fast, Howard THE UNVANQUISHED be A Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
. An extraordinarily difficult book to define and appraise. I found it ab- 


sorbingly interesting reading ~ not always easy reading - but always rewarding, re- 
warding in that, for me at least, it gave greater reality to the figure of George 
Washington than any other book I have ever read. It is fiction only in that the au- 
thor has recreated, in his own terms, the man, the men around him, and the incredible 
story of the New York campaign, beginning with the tragic defeat of Brooklyn Heights, 
the miraculous escape, the continuous retreat, ~- New York, Westchester, the fall of 
Fort Washington; retreat again to New Jersey, through hostile country, - Princeton, 
New Brunswick, Trenton; - defeat, escape, rout, desertion, famine, cold, betrayal by 
friend and foe. And finally, when victory seemed most hopeless, the recrossing of 
the Delaware on Christmas night, a "poor, shivering rabble" the sound of whose feet 
resound down the years. The thing that dominates the book is the figure of Washing- 
ton, growing in stature with defeat, beloved of his few intimates, but always alone, 
Simple, selfless, idealistic, rising above his weaknesses to magnificence, unwittingly. 
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There is tragedy in the picture, but there is conviction. And there is - for today, 
comfort in the thought that our wars, from the start, began with defeat. Howard Fast 
handles history as one who is so wholly steeped in the facts that the story and the 
characters emerge fully developed, he recounts history with the fire of fiction. $2.50 


. 
June 30 _ = 
S a HAT Sus dy 


Chevalier, Elizabeth Pickett DRIVIN' WOMAN Macmillan 


. This is almost a very good book. It certainly is a memorable one, and 
many cuts above the average romance rooted in history and the growth of an industry. 
And yet it is this very division of background that militates against the sustained 
interest of the book. The period covered opens with the darkest days of carpetbagger 
domination in post-war Virginia, with America Moncure battling her youth and courage 
and integrity against the forces of evil, to hold her family together and keep the 
plantation going. Then it shifts to Kentucky, a frontier that has escaped the ravages 
of war, where "Merry" finds’ bitter happiness, in her love for a river gambler, and 
where she builds her own life against tradition. Finally, it carries through the 
drama of the tobacco, the years long battle between the trusts and the growers, to a 
costly victory. An outstanding portrait of a woman and a period. $2.75 


And These Should Do Their Bit 


A second novel from Elizabeth Foster, THE DAYS BETWEEN (Harper) and a good one; a 
dark horse, violent, dramatic, in a story of the Reconstruction, I CAN LICK SEVEN by 
Robert Richards (Little, Rrown); a new Elizabeth Goudge, THE CASTLE ON THE HILL 
(Coward, McCann). See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS ~- Fiction 
May 11 
Webster, Barbara THE MAGIC WATER Scribner 


A surer book, with better chance for a discriminating market and an appre- 
ciative press than her first Shadows on the Valley. Once again the setting is Eastern 
Pennsylvania, this time centered in an extravagant, rococo house converted into a 
paying home for elderly women of former means and circumstance. Here, sharply portray 
ed, are the frayed and senescent, with their petty spites and foibles, flattery and 
malice. Here also is social busboy, Alex, petulant, weak, charming; and his ex-wife, 
Marcia, now companion to one of the residents. The break-up had been financial rather 
than emotional - the intervening years had been unhappy ones —- and at the close, they 
find they want to make a fresh start. Good dialogue, easy style, a story told with 


psychological precision and astuteness, with irony, with charm. $2.75 
May 27 vv 
Croy, Homer FAMILY HONEYMOON Harper 


Rather obvious trivia having to do with Hetty's marriage to Professor Gram 
and their honeymoon with her four children, whose activities, escapades and demands 
kept Hetty and Gram apart, from Missouri to the Grand Canyon and back. Everything 
combines to ruin the honeymoon and the marriage before it is even started, - from 
tourist train, to Indians and polecats. But back home, the crisis of Gram's innocence 
of a murder charge brought against him brings better understanding and a new chance. 
In spite of the bedroom angle of wedding but no marriage, this is antiseptically 
clean, rural in humor and unsophisticated in style. $2.50 












































May 1, 1942 Fiction ~205~— 
May 27 “ 
Hart, Alan DR FINLAY SEES IT THROUGH Harper 


Good, popular black and white reading which never pauses, no, not for a 
minute! More in line with the Frank Slaughter modern medicine novels, if somewhat 
less glamorized on the romantic end. But nonetheless a hearty handout of hospital and 
extra-hospital affairs in this story of a doctor who has retired and then returned to 
his Pacific Northwest small town to rebuild his former hospital along the lines of 
socialized, cooperative medicine. With him in this is Dennis Dryden, his young friend 





Grace, his head nurse who had always loved him, and others. There is the fight against 


fee splitters, abortionists, the crooked clique of the A M A; there is the slow grow- 
ing romance of the doctor, and the tragic end to romance of one young couple and the 
start of a new romance, and so on. Fast paced tale. $2.50 


Helseth, Henry Edward THE DEVIL'S BEHIND YOU L Harper 


Friendship and love complicate the issues of existence among four misfits, 


of 


as Hal, George, Chunk and Rob live - by chance and by choice - in a shanty. Then comes 


homeless orphan Angela, who promptly reorders their lives. Friendship between Rob 
and Hal is shaken but survives; Rob has a turbulent love affair with a neurotic sad- 
istic girl, who brings him luck in his art, and who leaves in the pitch of furious 
quarrel; Hal is killed by a venomous labor agitator; but in the final analysis, Rob 
and Angela find happiness possible together. Life on the thin edge, handled with an 


essentially masculine touch, though uneven in values. $2.00 ~ 
E 

Shedd, Margaret HURRICAN CAYE Harper 
\ 


A curious first novel of a Central American plantation camp, with much 
that is violent, much that is morbid in its action and mood. Primitive, elemental, 
intense, this story of an airman's wife, Kate, loved by two men, and breaking with 
her husband to go to one of them for the few months remaining to him of life. It is 
the story, too, of 17-year old Rosita, returning from a European schooling to the 
macabre pattern of the plantation, A strange tale, absorbing, repellant at times 
(there's a pornographic passage that bars it for most public libraries) - and yet 


showing evidence of ability to command attention of its readers. $2.50 
June 24 
Frost, Frances VILLAGE OF GLASS Farrar & Rinehart 


This lacks the bite, the undercurrent of irony, that kept her earlier 
books from being too "folksy". It falls into the danger of a slightly saccharine 
blend of sentiment and fantasy, of which there was enough —- but not too much —- in- 
Uncle Snowball. However, she knows her New England village folk, and her imagination 
plays with the idea of America invaded and the resistance of a rural community. Her 
story concerns Robin Thorn, gifted glass blower, gentle dreamer-artist, who when war 
is declared rejoins the Air Force, regretting only that he has not fulfilled his dream 
of creating a glass village, fearing that he will destroy his civilized instincts, 
his creative talents. There is Laurel whom he loves, and who carries on the fight 
behind the lines. Through her love, at the close, Robin, slightly wounded, returns 
home for Christmas, and is enabled to create perfection, the village of glass, which 
had eluded him before. $2.50 
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July 8 
Richards, Robert I CAN LICK SEVEN Little, Brown 
? A story of Reconstruction in Mississippi, which has some of the violence, 


the vengefulness of The Long Night (Andrew Lyttle). The brutality and despair of those 
bitter days as told through the story of Melancthon Fowinkle, diehard follower of Jeff 
Davis, who returns to his brother's plantation and his brother's wife, the widowed 
Rachel. Melancthon has lost an arm, and is fearful of being anything but a bystander - 
too gentle, too honorable for the times, but he finds himself tormented by the proud, 
cruel code of his clan. Marauding, killing, lynching, ruthlessness is the toll of 
survival, and he forces himself against the grain, saves the plantation for Rachel, 
witnesses the killing of her Yankee suitor, and goes off, alone, to Texas. He is a 
convincing, appealing character, in a vigorous tale, holding reading, though definite-. 





ly not keyed to the thin-skinned. Public libraries - 'ware,. $2.50 
July 10 
Howard, Mary TOMORROW'S HERO Doubleday, Doran 


Today's hero is Laurie Rawdon, of the R.A.F., brash and arrogant. Tomor- 
row's hero is Hugh, his elder cousin, whose game leg keeps him a farmer. And both 
love Nina, a showgirl, who loves Hugh, but has been trapped into an engagement by 
Laurie. Rough passage before a happy landing - but all's well in the end. True to 
form and formula. For rentals - and women. $2.00 


Van Boecop, Baroness ROOTS: A novel of the Dutch East Indies Doubleday, Doran 


War product this, and made to measure with true and tried ingredients, but 
with a setting that is - so far — novel enough, with some passion, some melodrama, not 
too overlaid with atmosphere. Maijn kills a Nazi and escapes to the plantation of his 
dead uncle on the island of Senang. He travels via Finland and Russia, meets and 
loses at the border, a young Roumanian refugee. Once on the island, he becomes ab— 
sorbed in plantation life, in steps towards fortifying the island, in the strange 
Van Lear family, always waiting for the return of the heir who disappeared two years 
before. Maijn dreams of his true love, the lost Roumanian girl; Marie-Celeste be- 
lieves herself in love with the lost Van Lear. Eventually, both loves are resolved - 


and they are left free to love each other. $2.50 
July 14 vy 
Hauck, Louise Platt THE LITTLE SECRETARY Dodd, Mead 


Easily assimilated hammock reading this romance of Denise who makes good 
as secretary-companion to the Alysburys, father and son. A bad marriage for the son 
is warded off, and Denise takes over. But that marriage shatters - Denise runs away - 
and eventually she learns that pride is second to love and is open~-armed when her 


husband comes back for her. Rentals - and not for the critical. $2.00 ~ 
July ?? 
Bailey, Temple : THE PINK CAMELLIA Houghton, Mifflin 


Still capable, conservative rental material, but "she aint what she used 
to be". Wholesome tale of yet another lovely girl companion, who rescues the son of 
her employer, helps him break his apronstrings and strike out for himself, makes a 
man of him, in sooth - and marries him, against odds set up by his old flame. $2.00 
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Late arrivals - but here's how! 


Goudge, Elizabeth THE CASTLE ON THE HILL Coward, McCann 


This somehow falls short of her best work, and yet it has the elements that 
have made for her popularity. There's romance and sentiment -— there's a nostalgic 
picture of old England, its best along with slightly rose-colored spectacled view of 
its worst. The story starts with two desperate lonely people, each at the end of 
hope, - a spinster whose home and livelihood have been bombed out of existence, a 
Jewish musician, hounded from Europe, earning coppers on the street with his violin. 
His music breaks the pattern of her fears; her appreciation destroys his despair. Then 
the wheel revolves. She gets a job as housekeeper to a family of men, and - eventually 
- to two small London evacuees; he follows the little Londoners, in whose home he had 
found a home, and the threads are drawn together again. A Nazi bomber wrecks the 
castle - and the two homeless ones are again brought together, while the two Birneys 
who are left find each his own way of life, facing a new England. There is charm, 


with all its unreality. (5/4) $2.50 
Foster, Elizabeth THE DAYS BETWEEN Harper 
* We liked Singing Reach - and this is a good second novel. A story of 
fear, escape and romance on the refugee road to Bordeaux. Elizabeth Foster writes 
well - if not too seriously - with a deceptive and ingratiating ease. Her characters, 


six of the social and monied international elite, are nicely done. Sufficiently prom- 
inent to be wanted by the Nazis, they find themselves stranded in a ruined house off 
the main road, sobered by the realization of the loss of the world they had known. 
Conflict, maturity and love grow out of their experiences as they share fear of ap- 
prehension by the gestapo, hunger and passport troubles. Tense, appealing reading, 
well above average rentals, particularly for women. (5/6) $2.50 


Spittel, Richard SAVAGE SANCTUARY Liveright 


Junglebook of individual exploits, of racial integrity, of an unusual back- 
ground with a certain amount of timely interest. The setting is Ceylon - and an an- 
thropologist tells a story of the Veddas, aboriginals of the jungles, with Tissahmany, 
leaning towards outlawry, returning to his grandmother's race. He is jailed for man- 
Slaughter and after two years, returns to the jungles, a lone wolf, and eventually 
becomes a fugitive. The latter part of the book tells of the manhunt, with the out- 
laws reducing the forces of the law to impotence through their cunning and resource- 


fulness, (Publ.) $2.50 
The Thriller Mart - Mysteries & Westerns 7 
June 10 
Beeding, Francis THE TWELVE DISGUISES Harper 


Col. Granby, chief of secret branch of the British Intelligence, extri- 
cates himself from plenty of excitement as he searches for Gen. Creighton, propaganda 
expert, who has disappeared into occupied France. Quick change artistry, helpfulness 
from V...adherents, resourcefulness, keep him safe from apprehension by Nazis, and 
even after tangling with his foe, he escapse with honors to England, to see the suc- 


cessful completion of his mission. OK - for Beeding fans. $2.00 
June +" 
Fitzsimmons, Cortland DEATH RINGS A BELL Lippincott 


Cape Cod as setting for family, female and financial troubles breeding 
murder sleuthed unsuccessfully by local and state police. An amateur leads them to 
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correct solution. Three deaths result in shifting suspicion and tangled revelations, 
with the killer ultimately unmasked by a theatrical trick. Adequate - but not out of 
the ordinary. $2.00 


June 10 Y 


Dickson, Carter THE GILDED MAN Morrow 


Provocative puzzlement for Sir Henry Merrivale when wealthy Dwight Stan- 
hope is found knifed after attempting - apparently - to burgle his own rare picture, 
an Bl Greco. A close circle of wife, daughters, and suitors delude allusions to 
Peruvian treasure. There's a second successful murder attempt. Neat solution, de- 


manding sharp attention to crime and to deduction built on fine, but very fair, points. 
$2,00 a 


June 16 Y 





Brand, Max THE MAN FROM MUSTANG Dodd, Mead 


Another Silvertip adventure - and a good one that's full of action. The 
set-up of a young bank clerk framed for robbery and murder proves a worthy puzzle for 
Silvertip to run down, and, in saving the innocent and tracking down the real cul- 


prits, his hazards provide plenty of excitement. Very good average. $2.00 
June 18 
Connington, J. J. NO PAST IS DEAD Little, Brown 


Intricate pattern for Chief Clinton Driffield to unravel, as the death of 
a usurer turns out to be murder. A complicated family relationship, two somewhat 
mysterious women, a jewel, inheritance problems, another killing, and uncertainty of 
identities add to the complexities Driffield must investigate. Conventionally solid 


British flavor. $2.00 
July 10 Pe - te : 
Davis, Frederick C. DEEP LAY THE DEAD Doubleday, Doran 


Setting - countryside near Doylestown, Penna. And once again Davis goes 
outside the profession of criminology for his set-up. Last time it was a newspaper; 
this time it is a doctor and a young mathematician, brought together to create an in- 
decipherable cipher for war use. Danger hovers, striking twice to prevent their suc- 
cess; there are suspects galore, for the work is going on in the midst of a strangely 
assorted houseparty, snowbound. A story with atmosphere,suspense, originality - which 
make one overlook some loose threads when the solution is finally reached. Good yarn, 


first and last. $2.00 
Ferrars, E. X. THE SHAPE OF A STAIN Doubleday, Doran 


Inventive - this tale of the disappearance of two chimpanzees in a small 
English village. Toby Dyke and his man Friday, George, are called in to investigate. 
Animal and human murders entail a fine set of motives, money, love and a crackpot's 
program to impose temperance on the community, with Toby doing some last minute killer- 


catching. $2.00 
July 14 


Gregory, Jackson TWO IN THE WILDERNESS Dodd, Mead 


Bullet-ridden romance as Dan Haveril befriends Merry in spite of her fear 
of him, caused by his striking resemblance to bad man Duke. Once that is settled, Dan 
wins her confidence, and wrecks the plans to rid him of his inheritance; together they 
put Duke and his cohorts out of commission. Not too routine. $2.00 
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A DARK HORSE 


June 29 
Plannery, Harry W. ASSIGNMENT TO BERLIN Knopf 
* Listed as a "dark horse" for two reasons:- Flannery, as Shirer's successor 


in Berlin, has a pre-publication press value that is sure of a good starter; second, 
the book is packed with interesting material for the historic record -though the hand- 
ling lacks the vigor and drama and literary quality of the Shirer. The text is reveal- 
ing in showing the Nazi technique of handling broadcasting, news, etc. as well as the 
broader revelation of horror, oppression, secrecy, misrepresentation, propaganda for 
world domination. He recounts his personal experiences not only in Berlin but in other 
parts of Central Europe; he traces the campaign of the Balkans, the entrance of the 
Russian campaign, and so on. Written almost too baldly and objectively, with too 
little heat and emotion. The thing that interested me most was the sense one gets of 
his own growth in his job, his insight into the tempo of the people, his faith in 
victory. $3.00 


These, too should sell - and rent 


W. Y. Kiplinger - than whom nobody is better informed - has written WASHINGTON TS LIKE 
THAT (Harper); Arthur Garfield Hays' autobiography is grand reading, CITY LAWYER, 
(Simon & Schuster). Two books which reached us belatedly are already selling - so 

you need no prodding - THE ROAD I KNOW, another "Betty Book" by Stewart Edward White 
(Dutton) and the runaway VICTORY THROUGH AIR POWER by de Seversky (S & S). See below. 


PROPBLEMATICAL BOOKS ~- Non-fiction 
May 15 
Wolfe, Alfred IN ALASKAN WATERS . Caxton 


The experience of a deep sea fisherman, from 1911 to the end of that de- 
cade, not from the angle of the sportsman but relayed in the rough to give a true 
picture of that mode of earning a living. Halibut schooners; baiting; dressing the 
catch; financial returns; distribution; dangers from sharks, from ice, from storn, 
from shipwreck. Hard to see a very wide general market for this, though some of your 
sincere sportsmen may be interested in the business side of the picture - and those 
in the business will welcome a human story of their own, though these are insubstan- 
tial random reminiscences. I1l'd. $3.00 


Groves, Gladys Hoagland MARRIAGE AND FAMILY LIFE Reynal & Hitchcock 


The director of Marriage and Family Council, Inc. gives here an excellent 
general book about the subject from a liberal (safely so), intelligent, but not par- 
ticularly new angle. However, for the layman who does not know the literature on the 
subject, this is an excellent basic book, sound and comprehensive. The family, the 
roles of father, mother, children from stages of infancy to maturity; marriage itself, 
from courtship through the wedding, problems and conflicts - financial, sexual, psy- 
chological and emotional. The author draws on actual cases for her findings, and 


includes - where pertinent - statistical records. $3.50 
May 18 
Lies, Eugene HOW YOU CAN MAKE DEMOCRACY WORK Association Press 


Forty years successful experience in social, educational and civic work 
stand behind this book which instillsa spirit of community cooperation and welfare. 
Simply, topically arranged, this is a handbook to show how democracy can be made to 
mean more than a form of government, how it is also a state of mind and a way of life. 








ee 
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The individual's role, civic interest and participation, whether in church, PT A, 
police department, courts, health, housing, schools, public libraries, parks, social 
welfare, or whatever. The closing chapters on the furthering and accomplishing of 
these ends indicate proper coordination between young and old and proper training. 
The market for this sort of book is rather special, but of its kind, it is good.$1.75 





May 21 


Alsop, Gulielma F. & McBride, Mary F. SHE'S OFF TO MARRIAGE Vanguard 


Same set-up as in its predecessors, - She’s Off to College, She's Off to 
Work, Theory and advice alternate with semi-fictional illustrations, in a book about 
marriage for the young prospective bride. To each chapter is appended a list of Cues 
for Conduct. Family backgrounds and patterns, parental attitudes, the proposal, the 
engagement, the wedding, the wedding night, the honeymoon; apartments and furnishings; 
homemaking; working wives and war wives; nutrition and health; maternity. Simonpure, 
safe and sane advice - and keyed more to an older girl market than an adult one.$2.50 


Kennerly, Byron THE EAGLES ROAR! Harper 
(as told to Graham Berry) 


The Eagle Squadron comes to life in the pages of the record of one of its 
members, a youth who had been a wanderer, a drifter, motivated chiefly by his love of 
the machine, and who became one of the first American flier group formed in England 
after the collapse of France. One follows the steps of the training, the contacts with 
English fliers, the technical aspects of planes and operation, leave in London under 
the blitz, Coventry and the aftermath, airdromes, flying, reconnoiters, fighting, the 
psychology of the fliers, the zest for the fight, the acceptance of the inevitability 
of loss of successive members of the group. Lacks the drama of Yankee in a Spitfire 
etc. but is a sound, authentic - what's it all about - sort of book. Plus sale for 
older boys. And - with the inclusion of many names and facts and deeds, of personal . 


interest to many. $3.00 
Kiplinger, W. M. WASHINGTON IS LIKE THAT a Harper 
. This isn't a "gossip book" - so don't sell it to those who liked Washing- 


ton-Merry-go-Round and its ilk. Kiplinger's name will be the Open Sesame to all who 
are familiar with his Washington Letter, that concise yet comprehensive survey of 
factors affecting business which is a bible to many business men. In this book, Kip- 
linger does something that is needed: - he analyzes the inner organization of Washing- 
ton, from the human angle, from the departmental angle, from the District administra- 
tive angle, from the Federal Government angle. He takes his readers on a grand tour 
of Washington, not as sightseers, but as students of the people that make up this 
extraordinary city, - old Washingtonians, government officials, farm and labor groups, 
Negroes, Jews, lobbyists, women, journalists, etc. It is not a book about wartime 
Washington only; that has its share, but the balance of the all time Washington is 
there. He is very objective, some will feel too much so; where he steps on official 
toes, he does it without rancor. He recognizes the contribution of the Washington 
Staff to the book. In the last analysis it is a clearly coordinated and sympathetic 
picture of the city that dominates the world today. Good solid reading and thoroughly 


worthwhile. Should appeal to men perhaps more than women. $3.50 


White, E. B. ONE MAN'S MEAT i JO Harper 


Wry, inconspicuous humor in a collection of articles written in Maine, 
Florida, New York, as the author tells of his hay fever, his farm, his son, his neigh- 
bors, his travelling companions, the World's Fair, local attitudes, speech, etc. The 














May 1, 1942 Non-fiction -211- 
mental irritants and emollients of a writer's life, with the war on the horizon point- 
ing up daily events. It is a pick-up-and-savor type of book, jottings of two years 
including Pearl Harbor, a very personal response to all within his range of vision. 

Some of the material has appeared in periodicals, notably Harper's. Entertaining and 
amusing, but definitely not fluff. $2.50 4b 


May 28 ae 
Baumer, William H v WEST POINT Molder of Men Appleton-Century 


The story of the United States Military Academy as a place, a school, an 
idea. The history of the school and its heads, with the reforms instituted under Gen- 
eral MacArthur, - changes in curriculum, uniform, rules, discipline; cadet training and 
life; technical, military and cultural studies; character and physical training; social 


events; types and individuals among its graduates. Companion volume to Annapolis. 
$3.00 


May ?? 
Porter, Roy P. UNCENSORED FRANCE Dial 


A P Correspondent in occupied France, this reporter's story is essentially 
readable, but contains little new or news. Largely anecdotes, incident, etc. rather 
than the sort of careful analysis of Kernan's France on Berlin Time. The downfall, 
the occupation, champagne and women for the Nazis, the terror and the opposition to 
it, strongest in Brittany and Normandy, concentration camps, war prisoners, food, farm- 
ing, ruins, the black market; portraits of Petain and Laval (he pictures Petain sym- 
pathetically, as a patriot trying to spare his country, and Laval as a rotter and 
traitor.) No material which is outstandingly significant - but easy reading. $2.75 


Elwood, Maren CHARACTERS MAKE YOUR STORY b&/2 Houghton, Mifflin 


A book for beginning writers, with constructive but elementary advice on 
characterization, as an essential of fiction writing. The creative process of char- 
acterization, and its components, fully explained and illustrated; behaviour, appear- 
ance, speech, walk and gesture, thoughts, actions and reactions, motivation, complex- 
ities, contrasts, and method of developing plot from characters. Special chapters on 
the various media, - short shorts, stories, radio, stage and screen, etc. At the close, 
four models in good characterization. To the initiated it seems fairly obvious mate- 
rial; to the student, it should prove of constructive aid. $3.00 


June 15 
Wood, James C. AN OLD DOCTOR OF THE NEW SCHOOL Caxton 


In the country doctor heritage of backward days and kitchen surgery, though 
not up to the best level, this is an autobiography of a homeopathist who has gained 
considerable recognition for himself and his school of medicine. He emerges as a 
genial, tolerant human being, and will count his readers chiefly among those who know 
him in person or reputation (he became Professor of Homeopathy at the University of 
Michigan), and among homeopaths who have quarreled with the emphasis placed on other 
schools of medicine in the field of literature. Born and reared on an Ohio farm, he 
studied medicine at the University of Michigan, went into general practice and later 
came back to his alma mater as a professor. He was well known as a leading physician 
in Cleveland, and as author of various textbooks on Gynecology. This is a personal 


story, with some amount of case work and observations and a good deal about homeopathy. 
Ill‘d. $3.50 
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June 18 
Way, Frederick Jr. THE ALLEGHENY Farrar & Rinehart 


Another in the excellent Rivers of America series, written by a man who not 
only knows his river from careful study, but has experienced it at first hand in all 
its moods. Remember his Crutse of the Retsy Ann? This starts with an outboard motor 
trip down the Allegheny from Olean, New York, to Pittsburgh, giving nice detail of the 
nature of the river and its individuality. Then follows the history and the personal- 
ities and the feel of succeeding periods. There is a good deal about Pittsburgh and 
the oil boom of that section (paralleling, but with lighter touch, Asbury's The Golden 
Flood - See Page 93). There is flood control, keel and steamboating, rivermen and 
river yarns, interspersed with anecdotes and reminiscences of the author and his family. 
Very pleasant, personal and buoyant addition to the series. Illustrated by Henry 


Pitz. 2,50 
lle . 
June #??7 
Geismar, Maxwell WRITERS IN CRISIS Houghton, Mifflin 


Six moderns:— Lardner, Hemingway, Dos Passos, Faulkner, Thomas Wolfe, Stein- 
beck. Definitely not a book for superficial students of literature, but rather for 
those who are interested in meticulous, sometimes controversial, searching analyses of 
the modern mood interpreted by and influencing these authors, whom Geismar has chosen 
as significant of their times. Of Lardner he says- "in his light moments our greatest 
comic personality, in his serious work an incomparable artist...and for his new Amer- 
ican literature Lardner fashioned a new American language." He was, however, fully 
aware of his occasional cheapness, his irrelevancies, his sadism, his condemnation of 
life as a dead end. Hemingway he defines as the "writer who left us and came back." 

He senses his magic, his inherited depth, his reaching awareness in the midst of ex- 
asperating limitations, his withdrawal from experience and denial of moral responsi- 
bilities, his search into the shadows of life, - "Hail nothing, full of nothing, nothing 
is with thee". The crisis of the '30's he sees as a salutary shock to our writers. 
John Dos Passos he sees as the American poet of dissolution, behind the radical his- 
torian; Faulkner as the unreconstructed rebel moving from a troubled but tender and 
intensely human world towards the perverse and pathological, finally experiencing 
artistic despair. More than any other, Thomas Wolfe was conditioned by our decade, 

ego bound, theatrical, violent, but indicating in his last book, the beginnings of 
spiritual regeneration. In Steinbeck he sees the impassioned radical who exploited the 
ruling classes, but who relates self to the immediate social issues, emerging with the 
victory of repressed realism over romantic serenity. He demonstrates how in a period 
of chaos the work of four of these writers sounds a note of life and aspiration, looking 


ahead. Brief mention in final section of other "writers in crisis" -— but very briefly. 
A book for scholars. $3.00 
Scott, John BEHIND THE URALS ¥/°" Houghton, Mifflin 
° The new angle on this book on Russia is the fact that this is neither the 


-ecord of a journalist nor a diplomat, but of a worker, who tells of the effort that 
ent into the dream of what was to be the "biggest continuous mine to rolling mill 
inetallurgical combine in the world". The author learned welding in America so that he 
could get a job in the Soviet Union; he arrived at Magnitogorsk, in 1932, covers the 
impossibilities of the early years there, - the lack of labor, supplies, materials, 
trained workers, food; the incredibly bad living conditions; the inhuman labor condi- 
tions, starvation, freezing, brutality - all to the end that the railroad, the dam, 
the blast furnaces and the coke and melting ovens be built. He does research during 
his work into the immense mineral deposits to be mined, into the origin of the pro- 
ject, what the actual construction work was and how it was organized, what part was 
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played by foreign specialists. He tells of trips to Sverdlovsk and its heavy machine 
works; to Chelyabinsk and its tractor plant. He married a Russian, Masha - they both 
work and study together ~ they have two children. Eventually he shifts over to chem- 
ical works. A trip home - a return to the Soviet to find no work during the 36-37 
purge of foreigners. The improvement of living conditions and production under the 
Stahanov movement. Finally - after delays - a return to America with his family...A 
balance of enthusiasm, devotion, record of work against confusion, disorder, stupidity, 
the microcosm of the long years of "blood, sweat and tears" during the Russian people's 
advance. Good propaganda for wider appreciation of what the Soviet has achieved, un- 
derlying the whys and hows of the Russians as good allies, while not minimizing their 
weak points of character and performance. Specifically of interest to technical men, 
but with so much of the human aspects that even those who cannot understand the tech- 


nicalities will find it good reading. $2.50 

June—?-#4 Jule, 1 ~ ” 
Hays, Arthur Garfield CITY LAWYER , Simon & Schuster 
* At last - a return to the city! Titularly and forensically, this is the 


extreme opposite of Country Lawyer, in an autobiography of a career of one of the 
country's leading lawyers. A career which numbers big names, progressive causes, and - 
incidentally - substantial financial returns. The story has the attributes of the man, 
alert, active, ambitious. He started out with two other young aspirants in New York; 
he made his way up the ladder, basing his practice on the credo that any individual, 
regardless of his political or personal stand, was entitled to defend his rights. 

This proved quite a sore spot when his two partners were involved during World War I 
with the German Embassy, only to be victimized. Hays' career included practice in 
theatre, high finance, marriage and divorce, a leading part in the Civil Liberties 
Union, progressive politics, etc. Perhaps his two most spectacular cases were the 
fifty million dollar Wendel will and the Reichstag Fire trial. Good reading - with 


real possibilities for a wide sale, given the lively backing of S & S. $3.00 — 
QAsferoe! f 
a ae Se 
OQ. New Wary fr RIT Aaeghor 
Nurnberg, Maxwell WHATS —THE-.GOODWOR} ~ Simon & Schuster 
. Again a book that - on this publisher's list - has a chance for big sales, 


in spite of the fact that, in the final analysis, it is a glorified grammar! I defy 
anyone, however, who has an atom of the almost universal interest in words, their 
meaning and their usage, to dip into this book anywhere without catching the contagion 
of the author's enthusiasm for his subject. He has covered various aspects of his 
material, — tools of speech and how they came to be, enunciation, pronunciation, eti- 
quette of language. In alphabetical arrangement, he marshals mistakes often made. He 
discusses provincialisms, spelling, punctuation. He tells stories abuut sources of 
words and how they were brought into our language. He makes the use of a dictionary 

a zestful game. (I'm sorry for the people who never found it so, and may he have luck 
in leading them to it.) His appendix includes material about prefixes, suffixes, 
roots. There are question and answer sections (what a temptation to stop and check 
one's own prowess). I loved it. I didn't always agree with his rulings, but then - 
as he acknowledges, we all have our pet prejudices. So here's to better speech the } 
Nurnberg way. I had a grand time with the book, and think there are thousands like Sf 
me. A book for the long haul. $2.00 
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The Port of Missing Books - Published unless indicated 





Note:- Inevitably, at the tail end of a season, there appear an odd assortment of 
late arrivals, books shunted back and forth and arriving on slow freight, books pushed 
forward and published ahead of schedule, etc. Our apologies and the publishers for 

this too long list of late comers, some of them very important titles. 










Asher, Louis E. & Heal, Edith SEND NO MONEY Argue Books 


Right hand man of Sears of Sears Roebuck presents a brisk biography, a bio- 
graphy more of a company than a man. He shows Sears as frank, peaceable, a born sales- 
man and showman with a prodigious capacity for work and great vision. He built his 
gigantic business on a slogan - SEND NO MONEY. He talked the farmer's language (we 
were then an agricultural nation); he fulfilled his claim, “everything the customer 
might eat, wear and use" ~- and Asher shows how he did it, by advertising, merchandising, 
the famous catalogue, etc. Well enough told, though not brilliant. $2.75 
































Evans, Mary HOW TO MAKE HISTORIC AMERICAN COSTUMES Barnes 





Useful reference book for public libraries, schools, camps, etc. as it 
covers authoritatively the details of period styles, comparable materials available 
today, foundation patterns, accessories, etc. There is a colored frontis, the balance 
of the illustrations are charts, diagrams and iine drawings. Following an introductory 
text, successive sections - each with a brief historical background - include Indians, 
Eskimos, Colonists, 18th and 19th century costumes, through the Civil War. The final 
sections give useful information on materials, dyeing, etc. Bibliography. Index. 

$3.00 


Kiralfy, Alexander VICTORY IN THE PACIFIC John Day 


Somewhat technical reading for the average layman, but granted the back- 
ground knowledge, very challenging. Kiralfy, scientist, tactician, military and naval 
student, an American of wide international training and experience, analyzes the Pacif- 
ic war potentials in terms of strategy, fighting power, fighting weaknesses. He accuses 
the United States of idealism and unreality, of a tendency to consider the Japanese 
conflict as a secondary front. He discusses the Japanese "offensive" system, the 
Japanese mind and methods, her army, her navy, her airpower, her island bases and 
approaches. His answer is an offensive, short and decisive, + the taking advantage of 
Vladivostok, and utilizing its strategic importance. And he closes with the advice 


that we forget past traditions and give Japanese civilians what they'd like to give us. 
$2.75 


s 


Hitchcock, Henry-Russell IN THE NATURE OF MATERIALS Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
The Building of Frank Lloyd Wright 


The years 1887-1941 were vital ones in American architecture, and they 
spanned the life and career of Frank Lloyd Wright. This is a companion volume to his 
autobiography, and covers his work, in descriptive and analytical text and photographs. 
From the Chicago architecture of the '80's to the progress of depression years and the 
current revival, thissurvey includes the characteristic projects of varied architec- 
tural facets, and serves as a virtual history of the whole period, from the prairie 
houses to the Taliesin period. Definitely limited in interest to architects, and all- 
ied interests, to whom Wright stands as the leader of the modern movement. $5.00 
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Langstaff, J. Brett DR. BARD OF HYDE PARK Dutton 


Biography of the foremost physician of America's Revolutionary period, 
drawn from contemporary documents and letters and retold with appreciation and solici- 
tude of the man and his times. A doctor's son, young Samuel was sent to London and 
Edinburgh to study. On his return, he inherited his father's practice in New York. 

He took a non-partisan stand through the Revolution; he went through the scarlet fever 
epidemic; he treated our first president, after the establishment of the Republic. 
And his non-professional accomplishments have given him lasting memorials. He founded 
New York Hospital, he was president of College of Physicians and Surgeons, he spon- 
sored the Elgin Garden and was one of the country's pioneer horticulturists, and he 
established New York's first Public Library. At the old Bard estate at Hyde Park, 
President Roosevelt will celebrate the 200th anniversary of Samuel Bard on June 27th. 
The market? Those interested in Americana - and in early medical history, primarily. 
(6/1) $3.75 


White, Stewart Edward THE ROAD I KNOW Dutton 


The extensive reading public reached by The Unobstructed Universe and The 
Betty Books is a readymade market for this thoroughgoing and completely reasonable 
setting forth of Betty White's step by step unfolding into the "hinterland of con- 
sciousness". It may, in fact, make many new friends for the earlier books, as it is 
the best of them all, and easy reading for layman, student and aspirant alike. The 
layman will find it interesting and convincing; the aspirant will find it a comfort- 
ing and reassuring book. The author gives sincere, direct testimony, with nothing 
sentimental, nothing spooky, with no attempt to convert the reader. The text covers 
the fifteen years' span of his wife's psychic life, from the ouija board phase, through 
years of growth to attainment of her capabilities as one of the outstanding psychics 
of modern times. Her ever-ready wit, almost childlike candor and simplicity and her 
indignant suffering are so drawn that she emerges as a delightful and purely human 
figure. This is not only a book for those who seek confirmation of life after death, 
but may well give to all thinking people that bit of spiritual enlightment which is 
so rarely attainable for the average reader. Should have a far-reaching appeal.$2.50 


Funk, Charles Earle THE NEW INTERNATIONAL 1942 YEAR BOOK Funk & Wagnalls 


I find these Year Books extremely valuable compendiums of world progress. 
Here the keynote is total war, and it enters even such subjects as photography, re- 
ligion, medicine, food, building materials, textiles, chemicals. Under alphabetical 
headings, and with an excellent system of cross referencing, a wide range of facts, 
old and new, are brought into one useful reference work. Illustrated by maps, charts, 
diagrams, photographs. A distinguished list of contributors make the authenticity of 
the handling of vital subjects of unquestioned value. (Publ. ) Cloth $6.25 


Prentice, E. Parmalee AMERICAN DAIRY CATTLE: Their Past & Future Harper 


Frankly, it is hard for me to judge the market for this. It seems to fall 
short of being scientific or comprehensive enough to be the book on the subject for 
professionals; it lacks the quality of contagious enthusiasm for a subject which might 
make it interesting for those mildly concerned in agricultural procedure. However, 
for "gentleman dairymen" and so on, here is the history of established American breeds, 
~ Holstein, Friesians, Ayrshires, Guernseys, Jerseys, Brown Swiss, Shorthorns, with 
individual chapters contributed by authorities, and connecting historical material 
and general material contributed by the author, himself a dairyman, owner of Mt. Hope 
Farm, Williamstown. Good source material with liberal documentation, Chapters on 


group or herd testing, on breeding, etc. Fully illustrated in color and half tone. 
(Pub.) $3.00 
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Wakefield, Lucina 101 HOME FURNISHINGS AND HOW TO MAKE THEM Harper 


Practical how-to-do-book, which should be useful for handicraft classes,- 
camps, schools, etc. and in addition have a general market for avid readers of house- 
hold hints in women's magazines and newspapers. One could wish for a section on basic 
tools, materials, substitutes, procedure. But in the main, each article is self-suf- 
ficient, complete with data on materials needed, and step by step procedure. Elementary 
school craft training is probably an adequate background - or perhaps only a general 
commonsense understanding of using hands and simple tools. The 101 home furnishings 
are for the most part simple, practical, inexpensive and useful objects, - shelves 
for various purposes, dressing tables, footstools, bedspreads, ornaments, etc. (Publ. ) 

$2.50 


Pratt, Richard THE PICTURE GARDEN BOOK Howell, Soskin 


Mention was made of this book in the Garden Book supplement, (P. 148) but 
now — having seen the finished book, I feel it deserves more than a Postscript. It is 
a beautiful book, and an inspiring one as well. The running text - distinguished from 
the expanded descriptive captions connected with Edward Steichen's beautiful colored 
photographs - contains practical step-by-step record of the making and remaking of a 
garden, contributed by the husband who is overly modest as to his own capacities in 
carrying out "the gardener's" ideas. This part of the book is really usable by any 
aspirant, -— preparing the soil, remaking an old border, building a path, and so on. 
The special features, covering many special kinds of gardens, are extravagant for 
these practical days, but make the beginner realize the potentialities of future 
expansion. (Publ.) $5.00 


Dale, Edward Everett COW COUNTRY Univ. of Oklahoma 


Along the lines of Dobie, Wellman, Coolidge, James, this history of the 
open range differs, however, from previous titles in its closer analysis of the back- 
ground of the rise and fall of the cattle industry in its pioneer days, though it 
does not neglect the dramatic, colorful, humorous aspects of cowboys, plains life, 
cattle empires, etc. A good survey of the country, the period, the beef business, 
the people. $2.75 


Craven, Avery THE COMING OF THE CIVIL WAR Scribner 


This is not going to make the headlines, for the average layman, but for 
the student of the history of that period leading up to the Civil War, this may well 
make some history on its own. The author has stated and substantiated some fairly re- 
volutionary things about the sectional feelings of the people of the great "middle 
class", too often ignored in viewing the old South as Slave and Planter. He discus- 
ses the factors of weather, geography and so on. He traces the shift from indentured 
labor to slave labor, the two great crops of the South - tobacco and cotton — and the 
demands they put upon the population; the industrial fectors, markets, tariffs, etc. 
as basic roots of controversy. He shows how Slavery became a symbol - rather than a 
fundamental issue, and the slave holder the scapegoat. He traces the political as- 
pects of the subject, the Wilmot Proviso, the Calhoun proposals, the Compromise which 
was no compromise, the instillation of the idea of an independent South, the fugitive 
Slave laws, the Kansas-Nebraska conflict, the rebirth of the Republican Party, and the 
steps by which secession became inevitable. Not for the general reader, but for 
students, etc. $3.75 
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Ellenwood, James Lee IT RUNS IN THE FAMILY Scribner 


Mirror held up to home life, that does not distort but reflects, sanely, 
humorously, family problems of all kinds. This to some extent continues his previous 
book, There's No Place Like Home in the growing up of the four children and the en- 
suing problems, but enlarges on more general topics of training for right attitudes, 
intelligence, conscientiousness, self-helpfulness, discipline, when to make rules and 
when not; parents; preventing dictatorship by either parents or children; treatment 
of elderly people, etc. As an expert-amateur, he is more than human, interspersing 
intelligently presented ideas with individual failures, and his own personal back- 
Slidings. Parents with children can like this while absorbing a lot. Illustrated by 


Dorothea Warren. $2. 00 
de Seversky, Major Alexander P. VICTORY THROUGH AIR POWER Simon & Schuster 
. Don't ask us why we didn't have this before. We don't know. Ask Essan- 


dess. .«..No need - after all the reviews ~ to reassess the book, but here are a few 
facts for those who are selling it and who have not had time to read and find out for 
themselves his point of view, and wherein it differs from other allied books. This 
is, as is evident in the title, a plea for all out air power, not on a quantity basis 
alone, but first and last, on a quality basis. He substantiates his claim by showing 
how the best planes win. (By implication, he assumes the best pilots.) Won't be 
popular with army and navy power adherents. He severely criticises those in the seats 
of the mighty for their failure to grapple with the significance of air power sooner 
and condemns brass hats who still try to defend the old point of view. Plenty of 
dynamite here. $2.50 


Barrett, Theodore YOUR JOB AND AMERICAN VICTORY George W. Stewart 


A book that compares with Shelby Cullom Davis' Your Career in Defense 
(Pp. 633) in its survey of jobs for the duration, for the student in school, for the 
adult. This covers a wider range in that it compares peace time work with parallel 
war time opportunities, not only in defense work but in the Army, Navy, Marine and 
Merchant Marine forces; in its analysis of the ways in which to fit individual abil- 
ities to best advantage, for vocations now and in the future. The established in- 
dustries and the defense industries, emergency training, civil service, aircraft, 
shipbuilding, machines and tools, construction, chemicals - what kinds of jobs and 
how to get them. More thorough but not as directly to the point as the previous book. 

(5/6) $2.50 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Appleton-Century 
Lanks, H. C.— BY PAN AMERICAN HIGHWAY THROUGH SOUTH AMERICA - 
indefinitely postponed 
Harper 
Farnham, D.- BE IT EVER SO HUMBLE - postponed to 5/5 
Stevens, A.- ARMS AND THE PEOPLE - Price from $3.50 to $2.75 
Houghton Mifflin 
Forbes, Esther- PAUL REVERE - definite date 6/23. July Book of the 
Month Club selection, 
Markham, B.-— I SPEAK OF AFRICA - from 6/? to 5/? 
Lippincott 
Abbott, Jane- POSSESS MY HOUSE - postponed to fall list indefinite. 
Rich, L. D. - WE TOOK TO THE WOODS - from 6/3 to 8/26 
Little, Brown 
Bridge, Ann- FRONTIER PASSAGE —- from 6/18 to 9/22 
Macmillan 
Adams, C.- THE RUN OF THE HOUSE - from 5/5 to 5/19 
Havighurst, W.- THE LONG SHIPS PASSING - from 5/12 to 6/9 
Hudson, Alex- Title of omnibus volume to be OPEN FIRE 
Neumann, A- FRIENDS OF THE PEOPLE - from 4/28 to 5/12 
Prunieres, H.- A NEW HISTORY OF MUSIC —- from 5/26 to 7/28 
Viking 
de la Mare, W.- BELLS AND GRASS (J) - from 4/10 to 5/20 


THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR - MAY 15TH TO JUNE 1ST 
May 15- Carter, Dyson -— NIGHT OF FLAME (Reynal & Hitchcock) 


May 18- Bellamann, Henry - FLOODS OF SPRING (Simon & Schuster) 


May 20- Benson, Sally - MEET ME IN ST. LOUIS (Randon House) 7p 
Waugh, Evelyn -— PUT OUT MORE FLAGS (Little Brown) \ 


May 21- Padowicz, Barbara - FLIGHT TO FREEDOM (Duell, Sloan & Pearce) 
Stout, Rex - BLACK ORCHIDS (Farrar & Rinehart) 


May 22- Arnold, Elliott - THE COMMANDOS (Duell, Sloan & Pearce) 

May 26~ Field, Rachel - AND NOW TOMORROW (Macmillan) 

May 27-~ Bromfield, Louis - UNTIL THE DAY BREAK (Harper) 
Gardner, Erle Stanley - THE CASE OF THE DROWNING DUCK (Morrow) 
Kiplinger, W. M. - WASHINGTON IS LIKE THAT (Harper) 


May ??- Markham, Beryl - $-SPEAR“OF-*PRTCA — Mifflin) 
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SPRING JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT: No. 8 
PICTURE STORY BOOKS 
Kelsey, Vera MARIA ROSE Doubleday, Doran 


A gay story of carnival time in Rio with amazing illustrations by Brazil's 
foremost artist Candido Portinari, who has had sensational exhibits at the Museum of 
Modern Art and other important institutions. Six-year old Maria Rose is not amused by 
kite-flying, zoos, foot-ball games, or island picnics, her entire being yearns to go to 
the great carnival to see King Momo. How her wishes are granted makes an engaging 
tale. (Published) $2.00 


Wynkoop, Margaret L. MAC GOES TO SCHOOL Doubleday, Doran 


A photographic record by Robert Yarnell Richie of the experience of Mac, 
an intelligent Scotty, who has daily attended kindergarten in the Edgemont School in 
Montclair, New Jersey, with his mistress, the author. (Published) $2.00 


Bartrug, C. M. MOTHER GOOSE HEALTH RHYMES Albert Whitman 


Our old favorites paraphrased to teach youngsters the simplest rules for good 
health. On cheap paper with extremely poor illustrations are found such gems as 


Tom Tom the piper's son 
Eats his food and away he run... 
Do you need more? (Published) $.75 


FIRST STEPS IN READING - Fact Books 


Bailey, Bernadine PERU Albert Whitman 
A very brief text book on one of our South American neighbors. Illustra- 
tions by Kurt Wiese. Another readable addition to a good series. (June.) $.50 
STORY BOOKS FOR THE 9 - 12's 
Holdridge, Betty ISLAND BOY Holiday House 
* A fine looking book with its original lithographs by Paul Lantz fitly pre- 


senting an excellent story of a poor black family on a small island in the Bahamas not 
far from Nassau. Though lacking in cash these lovable, happy people have plenty of 
okra, yams, peas and corn in their garden and turn to the sea for the rest of their 
food. There are many wonderful descriptions of fishes, particularly those seen through 
Jacket's "lookin' bucket", and a fine night is spent when they all go fishing for jacks 
which swim by once a year at exactly the same time. One colorful event is the trip 

to the small village of six streets to barter and to see friends; another is the des- 
cription of a "club" when all the neighbors come to help build a sloop; still another 
is the story of Jacket's first trip sponging. The humorous touches are added by Ding, 
the monkey, and Domino, the Donkey. This book has a lot of the feeling of my favorite 
Children of the Sea, (Published) $2.00 


















May 1, 1942 Juvenile Books =~290~ 


’ 


Johnson, Edith L. LOG CABIN CHILDREN Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 


A good story of the dangers of three children who live in the Michigan 
wilderness with their father, who is desperately sick through most of the book. 
Their responsibility is great when the Indians rise up in the first part of the War 
of 18612 and they must count on help from friendly Tail Feather. Although there are 
many exciting passages, the book is chiefly memorable for its warm family feeling 
and the ability of the children to cope with their problems. (Published) $2.00 


FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS ~ Fiction 
Lee, Alison THE LADDER MYSTERY Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 


Well-turned mysteries are not easy to find but this one for girls has 
plenty of suspense, strange characters and problems to be unraveled. Susan comes to 
New Jersey for a quiet visit and finds herself in the midst of turmoil, her first 
thrill coming when she awakes to see a figure climbing a ladder outside her window. 


From then on the story builds to a good climax. Illustrated by the author. (Published) 
~ $2.00 


FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS - Non-fiction 


Hawthorne, Hildegarde LONG ADVENTURE Appleton-Century 


Another life of Winston Churchill. Disappointing. This one starts off 
with a brief account of his ancestors and continues through to the present. Because 
of its great length and stilted style, I do not think that this will be the juvenile 
biography which will go on through the generations. Churchill demands a style in more 
modern vein. (June) 2% $2.50 


Anthology YOUR FLAG AND MINE Reilly & Lee 


In checking on the index of these poems of patriotism I was interested to 
note that of the sixty-one chosen, forty-seven are by Edgar Guest! Far be it from me 
to disparage anything which could arouse a greater love for country in our growing 
generation but I do think there have been better anthologies. (Publ.) $1.00 


Baker, R, Ray. SO THAT'S GEOLOGY Reilly & Lee 


The jacket of this book suggests that it is for those eight and up, but the 
words and the information would be a little hard for the younger ones to understand. 
On the other hand those over eleven would be sickened by the conversations between 
Bobby and Julia and the Old Professor. I have no doubt that the facts are accurate 
and hope that children learn them but this type of presentation is not very appealing. 
Illustrated with photographs and drawings. (Published) $1.00 


Follett, Helen OCEAN OUTPOSTS Scribner 


7 This is one of the most timely books to date. I devoured its text, photo- 
graphs, and maps by Armstrong Sperry. The story of the islands of the Pacific has 
always been fascinating but how vitally important that our children should have it 
now! Starting with the Hawaiian Islands the author slowly moves East, giving the most 
absorbing facts and figures about these strategic outposts. (Published) $2.00 


BOOKS FOR TEACHERS AND PARENTS 
Jacobs, Frances &. OUT OF A HANDKERCHIEF Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 


A wonderful book to have in the house for days of convalescence or to 
entertain the very young. As the only equipment needed is a 14 x 14 handkerchief and 
a few rubber bands it becomes simple.to amuse an individual or a group. Illustrated 
by Marion Downer. (Published) $1.00 
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Hubbard, Elizabeth Vernon YOUR CHILDREN AT SCHOOL John Day 


Excellent supplementary book in educational work, in which a teacher takes 
a school year with 6-year olds as the medium for her methods and the children's re- 
sponse, detailing problems, methods of handling, practical application of theories. 
Inspired by the contagion of her enthusiasm. (Full report see page 170) Publ. $2.75 


Gibson, Katherine PICTURES TO GROW UP WITH Studio Publications 


ws The most satisfying book of itS kind we have seen - and should appeal to 
all ages. A big seller now « a book for continued sale. Eight full pages in color, 
half tones accompanying every page of text. Arranged according to subject:— small 
animals, fetes and amusements, flowers, legends and history, young people, fantasy, 


angels and madonnas. What a book to grow up with! (Publ.) $3.00 
ADULT BOOKS FOR OLDER BOYS & GIRLS - Fiction 
Aydelotte, Dora MEASURE OF A MAN | Appleton-Century 


Good family book this, in a comfortable, homespun story of Illinois in the 
'90's. Episodes of all kinds, from the fight over the school teacher's keeping com- 
pany, to dad's store and his cronies, and the household kingdom where the mother is 
unseen stage hand. Three daughters and the problems of their growing up. And at the 
close, the father's bid for the Mayoralty. For conservative tastes. (See report Page 
187) June. $2.00 


Foreman, Le K. THE RENEGADE Dutton 


A~1 adventure in the tale of a white boy raised by the Sioux after his 
family had been exterminated by Comanches. When he is a full-fledged warrior, he is 
torn between his two heritages, as his tribe is invaded and herded to the reservation, 
and Custer's last stand provides the climax. Indian side and romantic angle particu- 
larly well handled. (See report page 158) Publ. $2.00 


Brophy, John IMMORTAL SERGEANT Harper 


Tale of a shattered Libyan patrol, with six left from an original fourteen 
after an Italian air attack. They must find their way against insuperable odds, and 
when their leader ~ knowing he will retard them, puts himself out of the way, Corporal 
Spence is upheld only by the spirit of his dead superior. Eventually, when the tiny 
group organize a successful raid on a German encampment, with the help of a de Gaulle 
detachment, Spence finds he is ready to cope even with his baffling romance. Good 
action story, with psychological pattern. (See report page 153). 5/6 $2.50 


Schachner, Nathan THE KING'S PASSENGER Lippincott 


Good mixture of romance, history, and the upsurge of democratic feeling 
among early colonials in a novel about Bacon's rebellion, in 1676. The central char- 
acters are Jeremy Wynne, indentured to Debby who teaches him pioneer ways, and worldly 
Ann. Jeremy learns through underground rumblings of the injustices and helps Bacon 
organize the discontented. Bacon's sudden death breaks up the organization, and Wynne 
and Debby are forced to flee westward to freedom. (See report page 155) 5/13 $2.75 


Safford, Henry Bernard TORY TAVERN Penn 


How a boy's hatred of his Tory father*s domination drives him to friendship 
with the Jethrops, smugglers and underground fighters for the freedom of the colonies. 
Caught by a press gang, Roger serves three years in the British navy, escapes and 
plays the part of a Tory fop while serving his country as a spy, fearing not death, 
but the brand of coward, particularly from Jane, who loves but does not understand 
him. He is jailed, held on a prison ship, but Jane - understanding better - aids him 
and his cause, and eventually they are reunited. Sense of period and authentic back- 
ground aided - by host of historical personages. (See report page 155). 5/21. $2.50 
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Wheatley, Dennis THE BLACK BARONESS Macmillan 


Straight romantic adventure, set in contemporary background of Europe, 
falling before the Nazi onslaught. Sequel to The Scarlet Imposter, continuing the ad- 
ventures of Gregory Sallust, intelligence officer, and Erica, lovely anti~Nazi German 
refugee. This time the mysterious Black Baroness is organizing German girls as Hit- 
ler's secret weapon, to bring about the weakening of the authorities in successive 
countries - Norway, Holland, Belgium. Sallust has hairbreadth escapes, but serves his 
country well, and the story, barring some overwriting, is good entertainment. (See 
report page 187) 5/12 $2.50 


Benson, Sally MEET ME IN ST LOUIS Random House 


Episodes of family life, familiar to readers of the New Yorker, by the auth- 
or of Junior Miss. The period is the early part of the century and the stories pro- 
vide an ingratiating distillation of home life of the period, a cabinet photograph of 
the clothes, furnishings, speech, ideas, family solidarity, of the time and the place. 
For young people who are really interested in what life was like during their parents’ 
childhood - this is a genial answer. (Full report page 187) 5/20 $2.50. 


Non-fiction 
Padover, Saul K. JEFFERSON Harcourt, Brace 


A one volume life of Jefferson, which is essentially readable and human, as 
a picture of the man whose whole career is a symbol of democracy. He has made Jeffer-_ 
son come alive with his gifts, his virtues, his weaknesses, his infinite capacity for 
growth, his maturity of understanding. One misses a sense of the background of his- 
tory, of the influences he set in motion, but so much is there that it seems an excel- 
lent biography to serve as introduction to a great man. (See report page 162) $4.00 


Forbes, Esther PAUL REVERE and the World He Lived In Houghton, Mifflin 


° A close textured portrait of a man and a city, from the simmering of trou- 

ble before the outbreak of Revolution to its aftermath. With ample inclusion of con- 

temporary source material, the result is a vividly colored pattern of the period, the 

times, the man, as patriot, husband and father, artisan. Absorbing reading, dramatic, 

human, historical and patriotic interest, (For full report see page 84) 6/20 $3.75 
bseT 1TH The ugur 3 

Markham, Beryl ES REAK—OB—AFRTCA- Houghton, Mifflin 


7 Biography that is refreshing, colorful and unexpected. There is excellent 
and exciting detail of childhood as daughter of an Englishman who farmed and raised 
horses in Africa; there is a picture of African friends and neighbors; there is her 
decision to train race horses - and then to take up flying, which led to adventure and 


new friends and finally to the chance to fly the Atlantic. (Full report page 193) 
May. $3.00 


Lintz & Augur ANIMALS ARE MY HOBBY McBride 


Fascinating material for animal lovers, this story of Mrs. Lintz's life 
with all sorts of animals, particularly with the apes of which she knows probably 
more than any other scientist today. The world famous Gargantua, subject of circus 
posters, was raised from a nitric-scarred baby gorilla. Good reading, in stories that 
are alternately exciting, appealing and tragic. (Full report page 168) 5/8. $2.75 
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LOOKING BACKWARDS - GOOD BOOKS YOU MAY HAVE OVERLOOKED 


"Any book you've not read ts a new book” 


Brigid Knight: WESTWARD THE SUN (Crowell,$2.50) Africa- Poer War days. 

Alfred Crabb: DINNER AT BELMONT (Bobbs-Merrill,$2.50) Civil War- Tennessee. 
Edgar Maass: DON PEDRO & THE DEVIL (Bobbs-Merrill,$3.00) The Conquistadors. 
Bruce Lancaster:BRIGHT TO THE WANDERER (Little,Brown,$2.50) Revolt inCanada. 
Virginia Sorenson: A LITTLE LOWER THAN THE ANGELS (Knopf,$2.75) The Mormons. 
Paul Wellman: ANGEL WITH SPURS (Lippincott,$2.75) Post-Civil War-Gen. Shelby. 


T’ien Chun: VILLAGE IN AUGUST (Smith & Durrell,$2.50) Manchurian guerillas. 
F, C. Weiskopf: DAWN BREAKS (Duell,Sloan & Pearce,$2.50) Czechoslovakia. 
Wm. Woods: THE EDGE OF DARKNESS (Lippincott,$2.50) Norwegian guerillas. 


Elizabeth Foster: THE DAYS BETWEEN (Harper,$2.50) The refugee road to Bordeaux. 


Mabel Robinson: ISLAND NOON (Random House,$2.50) Triangle story of Maine. 
Margaret Runbeck:OUR MISS BOO (Appleton-Century,$2.00) A junior-junior miss. 
Darwin Teilhet: TROUBLE IS MY MASTER (Little,Brown,$2.50) A Penrod of 1805. 
Elswyth Thane: "FROM THIS DAY FORWARD...” (D.S. & P.$2.50) Romantic - original. 
Marguerite McIntire: CAREY BROWN (Farrar & Rinehart,$2.50) Feb. Hill market. 
Barbara Webster: THE MAGIC WATER (Scribner,$2.75) Rococo into faded glory. 
Barbara Fleury: FAITH THE ROOT (Dutton,$2.50) Story of an old French priest. 
Gerrie Thielens:THE MOON LIES FAIR (Harper,$2.50) Ingratiatingly romantic. 
Katharine Roberts: CENTER OF THE WEB (Doubleday,$2.00) Spy stuff in Antwerp. 
Elizabeth Delehanty: ARISE FROM SLEEP (Viking,$2.50) Two against Fascism. 


Hallett Abend: RAMPARTS OF THE PACIFIC (Doubleday,$3.50) More Japan Unmasked. 
Maurice Hindus: RUSSIA AND JAPAN (Doubleday,$2.00) New world - new wars. 


Han Suyin: DESTINATION CHUNGKING (Little, Brown,$3.00) New China lives. 
Richard Hillary:FALLING-THROUGH SPACE (Reynal & Hitchcock,$2.50) An apologia. 
A. Yugow: RUSSIA'S ECONOMIC FRONT (Harper,$3.00) Challenging appraisal. 


Stuart Chase: THE ROAD WE ARE TRAVELING (20th Century,$1.00) Good primer. 
Marquis Childs: THIS IS YOUR WAR (Little, Brown,$1.50) War on the home front. 
Leo M. Cherne: YOUR BUSINESS GOES TO WAR (Houghton,$3.50) A blueprint. 

R.deR de Sales: THE MAKING OF TOMORROW (Reynal & Hitchcock,$3.00) Don't miss. 


Angus McDonald: OLD MCDONALD HAD A FARM (Houghton,$2.50) Farm out of rocks. 
Anna Rauschning: NO RETREAT (Bobbs-Merrill,$2.75) A family under Nazism. 

Helena Kuo: I'VE COME A LONG WAY (Appleton,$3.00) A Chinese autobiography. 
Saul Padover: JEFFERSON (Harcourt-Brace,$4.00) Excellent one volume life. 
Lintz & Augur: ANIMALS ARE MY HOBBY (McBride,$2.75) Fascinating material. 
Charis Crockett:THE HOUSE IN THE RAIN FOREST (Houghton,$2.50) Dutch New Guinea. 
Twomey &Herrick:NEEDLE TO THE NORTH (Houghton,$2.50) Sub-arctic travel. 

Anna Heflin: ADVENTURE WAS THE COMPASS (Little,Brown’$2.75) Alaska holiday. 
L. Kronenberger: KINGS AND DESPERATE MEN (Knopf,$3.50) In 18th Century England. 
Wm. Haynes: THIS CHEMICAL AGE (Knopf,$3.50) Dramatized science. 


Charlotte Adams:THE RUN OF THE HOUSE (Macmillan,$2.25) For aspiring house- 
keepers. 

M. K. Fisher: HOW TO COOK A WOLF (Duell,Sloan & Pearce,$3.00) Original. 

Riis & Patric: REPAIRMEN WILL GET YOU IF YOU DON'T WATCH OUT (Doubleday,$1.95) 

Alsop & McBride:SHE'C OFF TO MARRIAGE (Vanguard,$2.50) Theory and advice. 

Marjorie Woods: YOUR WEDDING (Bobbs-Merrill,$1.75) With all the trimmings. 


i Note:- This list is suggested as a short cut to reminding yourself and your staff of 


books that 


Should move, given a right start. We have deliberately omitted books al- 


ready on best seller lists, Check May calendars for current good bets. 











